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May 16, 2009

     Honorable Ed Diana, Chairwoman Wolfe and members of the Board of Trustees, President Richards, graduates, faculty, parents, family members and guests.  It is a tremendous honor today to address the May 2009 graduating class of Orange County Community College.  
     I would first like to take a moment to thank my colleagues for nominating me for the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching.  It is truly an honor, especially coming from your peers. But no one can accomplish this goal alone.  Each and every person I have met along the way has had a part in helping me to achieve this award, of which I am so proud!  I would also be remiss if I didn’t thank my students and my many patients throughout my 37 years of nursing practice.  They are my true mentors. They taught me to be a better teacher!
     In honoring you, our proud graduates, I thought, “What could I possibly say that would have meaning or make a difference?” After much soul searching, I decided to model my brief minute speech after a lesson I usually give to my Nursing II students: the 6 P’s of neurovascular assessment!  Instead, I narrowed it down to the 3 P’s I feel will help you succeed on your new journey.
     The first P is Perseverance- comes from hard work.   Some of you may remember- Randy Pausch, a professor of computer science at Carnegie Mellon, who died last year from pancreatic cancer.  In his book The Last Lecture he explains: “Experience is what you get when you didn’t get what you wanted. The brick walls are there for a reason.  They’re not there to keep us out.  They are there to show how badly we want something.”  Just remember when you see yourself doing something badly and nobody’s bothering to tell you anymore, that is a really bad place to be- Your critics are the ones telling you they still love you and care. 
It took me 8 years to finish my baccalaureate degree- both of my parents died within 5 months of one another during that time.  However, with a great deal of hard work and help from my family and dedicated professors I finished my degree with honors.
     The second P is for Patience.  The first job you have may not be the perfect one!   My very first job was weeding and topping onions for 50 cents an hour. I learned my time management and organizational skills that I utilize still today from that job.
Each and every job I have had along the way has helped to plant the seeds and help me to grow and meet the challenges of the next one.  I can finally say I have my dream job here at SUNY Orange.  It did take time and patience.  
     The last and most important P is for Passion.  I have combined my many years as a nurse with my love of teaching.  When you are passionate about what you do and believe in something, you love to go to work each day.  I still love finding out the WHY’S.  Each day is a new challenge and opportunity to learn something new and explore the unknown. Find your passion and follow it.  It will serve you well.   
     If you keep these 3 P’S in mind, you are well on your way to success!  How does one measure success?  For me at first, it was when I could finally afford a garage so I didn’t have to scrape the ice off my car at 5 a.m. before going to the hospital! Then it was my next promotion and so on.  Today, my definition of success is much different than when I first started on my career path. Recently, a senior nursing student came to my office for the purpose of thanking me for teaching her! Success at last!  There is no better reward than feeling you have made a difference in their life and the lives of their future recipients- their patients.  How will you measure your successes in the days ahead?  Just remember, success is a journey not a destination.

     Congratulations graduates and also to your families who have helped you along the way.  May God bless you in the days to follow!
