SUNY Orange Graduation Speech
By Corrina Stoker

First I would like to thank my fellow graduates, our family and friends that have gathered here today, the amazing staff and faculty and the whole SUNY Orange Family for this honor of being commencement speaker and this opportunity to share my experiences here at SUNY Orange.
I’ll be honest when I first sat down to the task of penning this speech, it was about our school. Our amazing facilities which are being expanded in Newburgh and about the opportunity this institution provides to so many people to better their lives through education. It was about our experienced Professors and their extremely high standards and expectations of their graduates. 
But then on the eighth version of this speech  I scratched everything and began anew, instead today I would like to share with all of you the many accomplishments of the individuals in this graduating class and the whole of the SUNY Orange student body.
I am sure you are all aware of the lack of financial support that Governor Patterson’s budget cuts have imposed on our college. When he proposed a midyear cut of $22 Million dollars to community colleges, which would have affected our school with a nearly $700,000 midyear cut to our budget. Our students banded together and said no! Our voices were heard. In four days our student government and the various organizations on this campus organized a ONE SUNY One Voice Rally. Our school was only one of two community colleges to participate in this effort. When they said only the four year schools would get media coverage, it was the hard work of the administration and the tireless hours put into this event that drew 2 news stations and newspapers to cover our story. Legislation heard our voice and the midyear cut was not nearly as devastating as it would have originally been.

Another story of our students is about Professor Ming Wang and his computer science students. He took them to a computer programming competition at the University of Hartford. Out of the 29 teams competing, 2 of which were community colleges we placed 9th. An amazing accomplishment for any university! 
Next month on June 4th our college campus will host the Beacon Conference, the prestigious showcase of achievements of outstanding two-year college students in academic research and writing. In the past we have had only two of our students present at this competition. This year we have 7 students presenting, and one with a poster display. This is almost unheard of for any college to have so many research papers presented.
When the tragic earth quake  in Haiti happened earlier this year, our administration, faculty, staff and students came together again and said “lets make a difference, lets help those who need it most”. They did make a difference by collecting over 8,000 lbs of clothing, blankets and supplies and sending them to Haiti to help with relief efforts. But they didn’t stop there… various clubs started rainy day drives where they collected rain coats, boots, umbrellas, and tents for the wet season in Haiti. Now we all donated the “stuff” that we at times take for granted, but as students I know I am not just speaking for me when I say we are broke… donating monetarily can be difficult at times, but in just a few short weeks our students and faculty managed to collect almost $1500 dollars to donate to the Red Cross. It still doesn’t stop there with the relief effort team our students and the faculty and staff plan on helping Haiti to rebuild their education system from the ground up.
Another accomplishment, this time from the area of sports, here at our college we had a baseball player Corey Booth named the regional player of the year which has not happened for our school in many, many years.
Just one last thing, take a look around and notice that two of graduates are unable to walk with us today. This is not a sad moment but instead a happy one… Nilda  (oilola) Oyola and Tony  Kalish , are among 76 students from community colleges in 28 states, who were chosen for  The National Community College Aerospace Scholars  program, they are getting an all expenses paid trip to the Johnson Space Center to learn more about careers in science and engineering, and to discuss the development of robotic explorers that will rove the surfaces of other worlds. Nilda, is studying business administration and will be the only business student among the 76 participants in the event. Tony, who just returned to SUNY Orange this year following a tour of duty in Iraq, is an amazing engineering student and the President of our own Engineering club. Both of our students will be designing rovers for space travel and tackling the issues that astronauts must face in space. 
These are just a few of the many success stories at our college. We each individually have a success story and that is why we are all here today, because we managed to tackle all of the obstacles that keep nearly 80% of Americans from getting a college degree.( According to the US Census Bureau (2010), 27.2% of the US population have a bachelor's degree or higher.) One thing I have learned through my experience here at SUNY Orange is that you can never accomplish any task alone. All the various student accomplishments I mentioned earlier, happened because of the support network we have here at SUNY orange and because of the support encouragement and love we have at home. On that note I would like to ask my fellow graduates to take a moment to really appreciate those loved ones and the SUNY Orange family that gathered here today to support us and who have given their time, energy, love encouragement and commitment throughout all of our time here at SUNY orange… If you would all please stand and give them a round of applause because without them I know we would not be here today (applause in gratitude).
So I said that I scraped my entire speech, well I did that about 15 times this week. And after yet another rewrite I thought to myself this so unlike me. I am usually prepared and ready to go weeks in advance, but instead I have waited till the last minute to put the finishing touches on this speech. As I sat on the couch next to my two year old, Nicholas I had a thought… I have been putting this off because once this speech was complete than graduation would be real. It would be the end of my time at SUNY Orange, this experience would really be over. As Nicholas wiped the tears from my face he asked me why I was sad.  I told him… these are not tears of sadness but tears of reality, the reality that the last two years have been the best of my life and they are now over. A new day is before us and the tears are gone. 
Now most people at the end of a graduation speech, quote some really pretentious intellect or author to make themselves seem really smart, So I am going to leave you with a 
quote from Dr. Seuss’s  book 

“Oh the places you’ll go”

“Congratulations!
Today is your day.
You're off to Great Places!
You're off and away!

You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes
You can steer yourself
any direction you choose.
You're on your own.  And you know what you know.
And YOU are the guy who'll decide where to go…
…And will you succeed?
Yes! You will, indeed!
(98 and 3/4 percent guaranteed.)

KID, YOU'LL MOVE MOUNTAINS!

So...
be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray
or Mordecai Ali Van Allen O'Shea,
you're off to Great Places!
Today is your day!
Your mountain is waiting.
So...get on your way!”



