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Good morning Dr. Richards, dignitaries, faculty, staff, graduates and guests. It is my pleasure, on behalf of the SUNY Orange Board of Trustees, to welcome you to our annual Commencement ceremony.

Today each of you reaches a milestone that you have likely been pointing to for a long time. And you are to be commended for all that you have achieved. Today is … and should be … a special day in your life. 

But today is also an important day in the life of SUNY Orange as the College commemorates a significant landmark with the celebration of our 60th Commencement.

Sixty years ago, on this very same patch of grass, with stately Morrison Hall serving as the backdrop, Orange County Community College held its very first Commencement. 

After a long, hard fight to establish the College, and a tumultuous year of growing pains, Orange County Community College issued 13 degrees that day … June 17, 1951.
Today, as I look out across a sea of smiling faces that numbers nearly 450 strong, I am amazed at how far the College has come in 60 years. In all, 769 students earned a total of 802 degrees this academic year, and I am honored to share this day with each one of you in attendance.
In a few moments, as you walk across this stage with your degree, you will join a long line of SUNY Orange graduates, each of whom in their own way helped shape both the history and the future of this College.
Each came to this institution of higher learning with their own hopes and dreams. Each conquered obstacles along the way. Each matured and grew in their own special way. And each left behind a small part of themselves that has been woven into a 60-year tapestry that tells the tale of Orange County Community College.

I pray that each of you realizes your hopes and dreams. I urge you to be proud of the obstacles you’ve overcome in reaching this most hallowed day. I trust you have matured and grown during your time here. And I know you will leave a small part of yourself behind as SUNY Orange prepares for the next generations of students.

British author Samuel Johnson once said. “Life affords no higher pleasure than that of surmounting difficulties, passing from one step of success to another, forming new wishes and seeing them gratified.”
Today you take another step in life. Celebrate your success. Now it’s time to make a new wish and see that it comes true.

Congratulations once again. I wish you the best of luck in all that you do.
