Commencement Remarks: Joan Wolfe

May 16, 2009

Good morning Dr. Richards, dignitaries, faculty, staff, graduates and guests. It is my pleasure, on behalf of the College’s Board of Trustees, to welcome you to SUNY Orange’s 59th Commencement ceremony.

I can think of no greater honor than standing before you today as we celebrate the accomplishments of the special men and women who comprise the SUNY Orange Class of 2009.

First, I want to congratulate our graduates on having reached this milestone today. I’m sure many of you have been pointing to this event for a long time and you are to be commended for all that you’ve achieved.
Carl Sandburg once remarked, “Nothing happens unless first a dream.” When each of you arrived at SUNY Orange, you came with a goal. You may not have viewed it as a dream, but in reality goals are really nothing more than dreams and aspirations. Now, minutes from accepting your degree, I’m hopeful that today is simply a checkpoint on your journey to greater successes, and not your final destination.

As a lifelong teacher, I’ve grown to appreciate the value and importance of education. It opens doors and it gives you strength. But, most importantly, it forges a foundation that prepares you for a lifetime of learning and success.

Today, you leave SUNY Orange, but I hope that SUNY Orange never leaves you. You will soon join a long line of alumni who have found that the educational roots they established here have nourished and invigorated their future endeavors. 

Later, you will hear from Christine King, who found her passion while attending SUNY Orange and has risen to the highest plateaus of her profession. Along the way, she encountered obstacles but she never stopped believing herself and her abilities.
During your time at SUNY Orange, I hope that each of you has unearthed a passion. I trust that you have stretched your minds, expanded your horizons and uncovered hidden talents. I know that you were challenged, tested and pushed beyond your limits. All of this will pay dividends in the future.
While no one knows what the future holds, I can assure you there will be challenges, potholes and speed bumps along the way. I encourage you to listen to Christine. You will be inspired by her story.

Remember, as Henry Ford said, “Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eyes off your goal.” Always keep your eyes on your goals. 
Congratulations once again. I wish you the best of luck in all that you do.

