Let me begin by saying that I am very proud, and honored to be addressing the 2009 graduating students of SUNY Orange Community College.
In just a little while we will be receiving our diplomas which will cement this day in our lives forever and mark the beginning of yet another journey.  And while we have all come this far, we did not do it alone.  Our parents, teachers, faculty and staff members were in one way or another instrumental in helping us achieve this accomplishment today.  In light of the fact that these people do not always receive the recognition they deserve, please, join me in giving these dedicated people a round of applause.  More often than not we are distinguished by our successes and failures as individuals.  But today, we are distinguished by a group of like minded peers.  Together we have suffered through sleep less nights, midterms, research papers and deadlines.  And whether you may want to admit it or not we have all tried to resist ohh so tempting vending machines with little or not success.  But more than that, we have learned valuable lessons.  The lessons learned will follow us throughout our lifetime and into old age if we never forget them.   
My college experience was marked by failure.  After graduating with a Regents Diploma from Middletown High school in 2006, I was confident that I would do very well in college.  This was not the case.  In my first semester I received an F in Freshman English 101.  Multi-tasking was not yet my strong point considering I worked, was involved extra-curricular activities and tried to be all around superwoman.  I started felling discouraged in my other classes and seriously considered dropping out.  It didn’t help that my former high school classmates started leaving as well.  I felt alone and scared.  But one thing I have learned in studying mathematics was to identify the problem and find out how to solve it.   I was committed to receiving my college diploma.  But first I needed to learn how to write academic papers.  I enrolled for my second semester.  I began attending the writing Labs and finding every opportunity I could to receive extra help.  My papers were suddenly earning B pluses.  Now I know longer think English classes are evil.  I am thankful for that experience because if I was never tested I would not have known my true potential.  While this is a personal experience I know that I am not the only one who has faced difficulty and remained committed to their academics.  Why you may ask? I know this to be true when I look out at the many students before me here today. 
We have learned the true value of perseverance.  Now I am not talking about the unrelenting commitment we as students feel to grab the last brownie at a food giveaway table.  I am talking about the dedication felt when achieving a dream. We all attend college making an investment in our futures.  We hope that one day all this hard work will pay off in the end. That hope is what convinces us that it is worth it to attend class at 8:00 am. But I would like us to take a moment and think of the people in our lives that we draw our persevering spirit from. One of my best friends is just such a person.  He is in and out of the hospital almost every month.  Just to stay conscious he needs massive amounts of pain medication.  If you were to look up Murphy’s Law on Wikepedia his photo and social security number would be listed.  At first I felt sorry for him.  I could not imagine how it would feel to be in his position.  Having to live a life dictated by a clock and a bunch of orange medication bottles.  When I visited him in the hospital yesterday I could not believe what I saw.  He actually had the nerve to smile, laugh and welcome me with open arms.  I will never forget that day as long as I live.  Whenever we feel like giving up and throwing in the towel we were fortunate enough to have someone or something to keep us going.
 Lastly, in college more than anywhere else we have learned the worth of our efforts. We are all familiar with the saying “Do the best you can”.  At one point or another we were reminded that studying half an hour before an exam does not equal an A for effort.  Equally we were proud when we received stellar grades for assignments we put our hard work into
If we think about it, in our own individual way we are all success stories.  
Consider this quote, “If you have the dream we have the way”.  This very quote has graced the pages of our college view books, it can be seen on the SUNY Orange web page and it is recited in countless radio commercials.  But let’s take a moment to think about what it really means.  SUNY Orange has given us an opportunity for success.  Think of this place as an unlocked door waiting for us as students to turn the handle.  A place where you can transform a dream into a reality. But that is only a part of it.  We were scheduled for classes, but it was left up to us to learn the material.  We purchased books, but we alone had to read them.  We were given assignments, but yet again it was our duty as students to do them.  Many of us have discovered the value of personal responsibility. A trait I think SUNY Orange is most famous for bestowing upon its graduates.     
Once again thank you and Congratulations!!!!
