Parent’s story on a card

Hi, my name is Erick Russel and my son Tim is a student at SUNY Orange. My son grew up in a family that
knows how to stretch a dollar. We are hard workers and we take an active roll in helping our son pay for
school. Our family lives in downtown Middletown, a place most people don’t walk after dark. He grew
up on these streets and he is trying to make something of himself by going to this school. My wife and |
never went to no college, and we don’t make a lot of money or own a big house. We want a better
future for our kids so they don’t get in gangs and such. This county gets a lot from having a good college
here. Our son has become a different person since he started at college, and we are proud him. My
concern is that if this school doesn’t get more money from the state than they will keep raising tuition.
This increase would make it damn near impossible for us to send our other kids to school someday. | am
asking that you do all that you can to restore this money to “restore base aid to 33.3%" so that all my
kids can get a proper education and make something of themselves.

Thank You,

Erick Russel
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