SUNY Orange 2010 Sustainability Teaching Guide 


	Topic of Lesson
	Unit on Library Project: topics are sustainability ideas, methods etc. used in the home

	Course Title 


	Reading and Study Skills 1 – RDG 070

	Posted by/ 

person to contact
	Deborah Chedister English Department
deborah.chedister@sunyorange.edu

	Instructor comments/ rationale as to how/why this topic fits into course
	Library project meets several of the dept. course objectives for the class and increases awareness of sustainability issues in everyday life

	Concept/topic to teach
	Library project in which students select an energy saving idea for the home as a topic

	Learning outcomes
	Dept. Outcomes: demonstrate an increase in vocabulary. development, develop and use a note-taking technique, develop and practice library skills
In addition: develop an awareness of sustainability issues and their practical application in the home

	Reading Assignment
	Primarily library database articles and newspaper and journal articles

	Preparation 

Materials

Time
	Students are directed to choose an energy saving idea that could be implemented in one’s home – students look up articles for their topic focusing on definition of the topic, its benefits and drawbacks and if this method could be used in the student’s home. Students are also encouraged to provide visuals with their reports.

	Activity

Introduction

Activity

Closure
	Over several class periods, students: 

- Attend a library orientation
- Go to the computer lab to find SUNY Orange Library database articles
- learn to use the Cornell note taking system with their research materials

- find and define six vocabulary words from their readings

- prepare a report including approximately two pages of typed text, MLA works cited page, six vocabulary words found in the readings, copies of original sources and Cornell notes. All of this is done outside of class
- make a short presentation to the class including any photos, graphs etc.

	Assessment/evaluation or follow up
	Many students were enthusiastic about their projects. For example, one student brought in sample bottles of “green” clean products as part of her presentation. Some student topics included: saving water, recycling, heating and a.c. systems, green cleaning products, solar energy and saving paper.

	Relationship to sustainability
	Increased awareness and possible behavioral changes regarding sustainability issues.

	Relationship to other topics
	Meets English Dept. objectives in developing skills  of doing research and evaluation of resources

	Additional resources
	SUNY Orange databases: Greenfile and Environment Complete


